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PART | - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION 12116

The signatures on the first page of this applicatiertify that each of the statements below conogrn
the school’s eligibility and compliance with U.Seartment of Education, Office for Civil Rights (B
requirements is true and correct.

1. The school has some configuration that includesopmaore of grades K-12. (Schools on the
same campus with one principal, even K-12 schoolst apply as an entire school.)

2. The school has made adequate yearly progress eaclioy the past two years and has not been
identified by the state as "persistently dangerovigtiin the last two years.

3. To meet final eligibility, the school must meet state's Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
requirement in the 2011-2012 school year. AYP rbestertified by the state and all appeals
resolved at least two weeks before the awards @ergfior the school to receive the award.

4. If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum and a significant number of studentgrimdes 7 and higher must take foreign
language courses.

5. The school has been in existence for five full getrat is, from at least September 2006.

6. The nominated school has not received the Bluedril8chools award in the past five years:
2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 or 2011.

7. The nominated school or district is not refusingRO&cess to information necessary to
investigate a civil rights complaint or to condadiistrict-wide compliance review.

8. OCR has not issued a violation letter of findingstte school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole hakateéd one or more of the civil rights statutes. A
violation letter of findings will not be consideredtstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective
action plan from the district to remedy the viabati

9. The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgsdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated aneore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

10. There are no findings of violations of the Individisiwith Disabilities Education Act in a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in question;
or if there are such findings, the state or distras corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings



PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 121L16

All data arethe most recent year available.

DISTRICT
1. Number of schools in the distr 8 Elementary schools (includes&-
(per district designation): 3 Middle/Junior high schools

1 High schools
0 K-12 schools
12 Total schools in district

2. District per-pupil expenditure: 1167¢
SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

3. Category that best describes the area where tlo®lssiocated: Suburban

4. Numberof years the principal has been in her/his positibthis schoo 1

5. Number of students as of October 1, 2011 enroliexheh grade level or its equivalent in applying
school:

Grade |# of Males # of Females |Grade Total # of Males |# of Females |Grade Total
PreK 0 0 0 6 0 0 0

K 38 36 74 7 0 0 0

1 65 41 106 8 0 0 0

2 49 46 95 9 0 0 0

3 49 60 109 10 0 0 0

4 53 46 99 11 0 0 0

5 43 58 101 12 0 0 0

Total in Applying School: 584



12IL16

6. Racial/ethnic composition of the schc 0 % American Indian or Alaska Native

3% Asian

1 % Black or African American

7 % Hispanic or Latino
0 % Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Isidaer

86 % White

3% Two or more races

100 % Total

Only the seven standard categories should be nseporting the racial/ethnic composition of your
school. The final Guidance on Maintaining, Collegtiand Reporting Racial and Ethnic data to the U.S
Department of Education published in the October2087Federal Registeprovides definitions for

each of the seven categories.

7. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the 22101 school year: 2%
This rate is calculated using the grid below. &hewer to (6) is the mobility rate.

(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2010 until | 12
the end of the school year.

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 2010 2
until the end of the school year.

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum of1 4
rows (1) and (2)].

(4) Total number of students in the school
as of October 1, 2010

(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.02
divided by total students in row (4). I

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100. Z

605

8. Percent of English Language Learners in the school0%
Total number of ELL students in the school: 2
Number of non-English languages represented: 2
Specify non-English languages:

Spanish and Russian



12IL16

9. Percent of students eligible for free/reduced-priceals: 3%
Total number of students who qualify: 15

If this method does not produce an accurate estinfahe percentage of students from low-income
families, or the school does not participate inftke and reduced-priced school meals program,
supply an accurate estimate and explain how theotdalculated this estimate.

10. Percent of students receiving special educatioricss: 9%
Total number of students served: 54

Indicate below the number of students with distibdiaccording to conditions designated in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do natld additional categories.

2 Autism 0 Orthopedic Impairment

0 Deafness 6 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness 7 Specific Learning Disability

0 Emotional Disturbance 33 Speech or Language Impairment

2 Hearing Impairment —OTraumatic Brain Injury

0 Mental Retardation 0 Visual Impairment Including Blindness
0 Multiple Disabilities 3 Developmentally Delayed

11.Indicate number of full-time and part-time staffmigers in each of the categories below:
Number of Staff

Full-Time Part-Time

Administrator(s) 1 0
Classroom teachers 23 1
Resource teachers/specialists

(e.g., reading specialist, media specialist, arsimPE teachers, et 10 5
Paraprofessionals 6 1
Support staff

(e.g., school secretaries, custodians, cafeteti@saetc.) 4 0
Total number 44 7

12. Average school student-classroom teacher ratibjghthe number of students in the school

divided by the Full Time Equivalent of classrooradkers, e.g., 22:1: 251




13. Show daily student attendance rates. Only highashweed to supply yearly graduation re

20102011/2009201C2008200¢ 20072008 20062007
Daily student attendance 97% 96% 96%» 96% 96%
High school graduation re % % % % %

14.For schoolsending in grade 12 (high schoals):
Show what the students who graduated in Spring 284 Hoing as of Fall 2011.

Graduating class size:

Enrolled in a 4-year college or university
Enrolled in a community college
Enrolled in vocational training

Found employment

Military service

Other %
Total 0%
15. Indicate whether your school has previously reatadlational Blue Ribbon Schools award:
L No
o Yes

If yes, what was the year of the award? Befo@720

12IL16



PART |1l - SUMMARY 12116

Located in ElImhurst, lllinois, a western suburlCiicago, Lincoln Elementary is a public school tisat
home to 583 students in kindergarten through §ifdde. It is part of EImhurst Community Unit School
District 205, which is comprised of eight elemeptachools, three middle schools, one high schodl an
an early childhood center. Students who attenddlinbave varying academic and social-emotional
needs. Lincoln students bring with them a wideetgirof experiences that support our efforts to jgkea
superior education and create a climate of exosdl@mong our students, staff, and larger community.

The Lincoln experience incorporates a rich assortroglearning opportunities beyond just a
comprehensive academic curriculum. This includesmiaand teacher sponsored clubs, community
outreach activities, and innovative constructilesirning opportunities, such as the Cookie Company,
Outdoor Education, and the Silverado Jr. Projelae Silverado Jr. project is a cooperative effotiMeen
our school, a local restaurant, and a communitkb&tudents work in collaborative groups to devedop
business plan, apply for and secure a loan, analyzis and set pricing to ensure that they opeatae
profit, and ultimately staff the restaurant foraydSilverado Jr. has received multiple awards for
Exemplary Partnership from the lllinois State Cduor Business-Education Partnerships.

The entire Lincoln community, students, parentsstatf, support a culture of high expectations and
achievement, collaboration, and early interventiiaff members have been recognized at the Stadk le
for their excellence in teaching; our instructiomathodologies are sought after by surroundingacho
districts, and our integration of the fine artdeefs the Lincoln community’s commitment to quality
education.

Our community’s commitment to excellence enablewuse leaders in fulfilling the district missioto*
meet the educational needs of all students, clgaligreach to his or her full potential and ensuang
foundation for future success in life.”

Our staff unites as a community of leaders whceanpowered to make decisions, explore differentiated
learning opportunities for our students, and sgh lEixpectations, not only for our students, but for
ourselves as well. Our adoption of Professionalthieg Communities (PLCs) has advanced this culture
of collaboration. We are leaders within the distmccurriculum development and intervention suppor
for our struggling students. Lincoln initiativesinde:

« Math Intervention block
« Outdoor Education

« Silverado Jr.

« Math Acceleration

« Cookie Company

Our staff also places great emphasis on developaienhealthy child and the recognition of the
importance of a green, sustainable lifestyle. Oag we help students to develop healthy habits is
through our Walk on Wednesday tradition of encoumgfamilies to walk to school together. Our
physical education program emphasizes physicaligcéind healthy choices. Our active Enviro-Nuts
Eco Club promotes green living and earned the Bdaf in 2011 for reductions in waste productiod an
increased recycling behaviors. As an example, wehaaater in rain barrels for reuse in our gardeams
encourage recycling in the classroom and lunchroom.



Recognizing that students and staff are only twlesto the educational triangle, we place a hidieva
on parental involvement. The PTA is an all-voluntsgrvice organization that unites home, schoal, an
the community on behalf of children. The LincolnAiE made up of over 30 committees in which
members donate their time and financial resouttasallow Lincoln students opportunities beyondstho
provided by the district. At Lincoln we are prouidonr 100% teacher membership and 95% parent
membership. Our PTA initiatives include:

« Science Olympiad

¢ Running Club

« Poetin Residence

e Author Visits

- Safe Routes to School
« Yearbook

« All School Field Trip

« Assemblies

The staff at Lincoln recognizes each individuaditerin creating a culture of excellence for all wdrger
our building. They willingly answer the call to Eaders at the school and district level and mbifiel
long learning through participation in professiodalelopment.

As Lincoln approaches its 10®irthday, we celebrate the diverse needs of autestts, the talents of our
dedicated staff, and the support of the parentandnunity. In 1832, during his first campaign
announcement for the lllinois state legislaturerakiam Lincoln stated: “Upon the subject of educatib
can only say that | view it as the most importarject which we as a people can be engaged in.”
Through collaboration and a shared vision of ereele, Lincoln continues to strive to live up to our
namesake.



PART IV - INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS 121L16

1. Assessment Results;

Students in EImhurst Community Unit School Dist266 are expected to perform at the Meets and
Exceeds level as identified by the lllinois Stam$afchievement Test (ISAT). Over the past five gear
Lincoln Elementary School’s ISAT results have lkd district in overall school performance. In 2011,
100% of Lincoln third grade students achieved tleztd and Exceeds level in both reading and math. At
Lincoln, 94% of fourth graders achieved the Meeits Bxceeds level in reading, while 98% of students
achieved this level in math. Some 97% of our fgthde students achieved this level of proficiemcy i
reading and 96% in math. Recently, the districtpaeid the Northwest Evaluation Association’'s (NWEA)
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) as anothertdomleasure student academic growth. The district
goal is for all students to achieve 62% or greatethe reading and math MAP by the spring of 2013.
While we recognize that individual progress monitgiprovides us the clearest picture of studerggds
and strengths, identifying trends in student coblath allows us to evaluate performance in ways tha
may be reflective of our instructional methods andiculum.

Consistently high performance describes Lincolalatis across all grade levels. The school average i
reading has steadily increased from 89.6% in 200796 in 2011. Over the past five years, average
school-wide math achievement remains at or nea#1@38 measured by the ISAT. Lincoln third grade
results have shown a consistent increase in tleeptge of students exceeding state standardgtin bo
reading and math. The most recent ISAT data refitextt100% of students met or exceeded standards—
the NCLB goal for 2014. The percentage of fourtidgr students below reading standards has decreased
from 13% in 2007 to 6% in 2011. Math data remainststently high with 98% of fourth grade students
meeting and/or exceeding standards in 2011. Fitidgydata reflect a steady increase in reading
performance since 2007, when 92% of students ntBbaaxceeded standards, to 97% in 2011.

In a four-year comparison, each grade level hagased the percentage of students who exceedshn bo
reading and math. Third grade math has improved ##6% exceeds in 2007-08 to 87% exceeds in 2010-
11, an overall rise of 12 percentage points. Thietle reading has improved from 51% exceeds in-2007
08 to 65% exceeds in 2010-11, an overall rise gididentage points. Fourth grade math has increased
from 48% in 2007-08 to 59% in 2010-11, an oveligk 0f 11 percentage points. Fourth grade reading
has increased from 52% in 2007-08 to 56% in 201Ghloverall rise of 4 percentage points. Fifthdgra
math has increased from 45% in 2007-08 to 46% D21, an overall rise of 1 percentage point. Fifth
grade reading has increased from 51% in 2007-88% in 2010-11, an overall rise of 8 percentage
points.

Cohort data reveals that the most recent groufudests to move through Lincoln showed consistent
growth relative to the national norm. In third geatiis cohort performed at the 86.8% in math an@%4
in reading. As the cohort moved into fourth gratiey performed at the 87.2% in math and 87.1% in
reading. Then, in fifth grade, they made additiayahs against the national norm, scoring 88.1%aith
and 87.9% in reading. This data indicates studaritincoln are not only well above the national
average, but continue to grow at a rate faster shagtents nationwide. (These national percentibesec
from the SAT-10 questions on ISAT).

Lincoln is not satisfied with simply meeting stardia We have always had a vision for our students t
exceed standards, and we continually work to iflettiose strategies that have contributed to Sicpmift
gains over recent years. In reading, our gainseaattributed to providing a well-balanced
comprehensive instructional program. Teachers engabook studies including Café, Daily Five and
Writing Essentials. These studies have enhancédiati®nal practices. The reading curriculum now
integrates phonemic awareness, phonics, compretmemgiided reading, word study, vocabulary, and
writing.




Seeking to improve math scores beyond alreadylkigls, Lincoln created a flexible grouping modgel t
meet students’ diverse needs. This model incorpstiiie classroom teacher as the primary instrboetor
also includes Special Education Resource and REE@tthment specialists. This programming
provides a differentiated math curriculum suppariimdividual learning needs. Teachers have takin in
account the various ways that students learn angl ineorporated technology, small instructional
groups, and cooperative, hands-on learning intorthih program.

In reading, our gains can be attributed to progdirwell-balanced comprehensive instructional @ogr
Teachers engage in book studies that include Cefiéy Five and Writing Essentials. These studiegha
enhanced our instructional practices. Subsequemilyprogram integrated phonemic awareness, phonics
comprehension, guided reading, word study, vocapudend writing. Reading is emphasized across all
curricular areas. As our students are encouraggd &dbove and beyond what is taught in the classroo
our library provides curricular enhancements atesding levels.

Lincoln teachers work as teams to reflect on tpeictices and analyze student data. The resultgsof
reflection and analysis are used to guide instactDur Reading Specialists provide ongoing coaghin
regarding instructional strategies and progressitmamg.

Our teachers are not bound by a rigid set of leptams each day, but instead use instructionahilegr
outcomes and student progress toward these outdom#srm their daily instruction.

2. Using Assessment Results:

Lincoln School places great value on team collaibmmdime. Grade-level teams meet at least twice pe
week to analyze academic data and use that datéoto their instructional delivery. This dedicated
time allows teachers to work collaboratively tolgeon solve for groups of students who may require
differentiation in review or enrichment of a spec#kill set.

Teachers utilize multiple sources of data suctAddSweb, NWEA-MAP, Scott Foresman tests, as well
as other grade-level common assessments. In atditie grade-level teams pull in specialists thhmug
the building to help analyze the data and develapspin order to improve further student learnimghie
classroom. Students may be identified for furthestruction, intervention, or enrichment. In coopiera
with specialists, grade level teams organize stisdessed on identified needs and develop individed!
instructional plans. These plans are dynamic inttiey allow students to move in and out of
interventions as needed.

Grade level teams and support staff gather togéterally five times a year to analyze data to info
decision making from our Tier 1 (Core Instructitimough our Tier 3 (Intensive Support). Lincoln
conducts school-wide benchmarking using AIMSweleéttimes per year. In addition to the area of
reading, Lincoln began school-wide math benchmarkiis year with AIMSweb Tests of Early
Numeracy for kindergarten and first grade and éhrmnatmputation probe for first through fifth grade.
Students also participate in NWEA-MAP assessmémeettimes per year in grades two through five. In
order to help grade-level teams measure their @ffatess at the core instructional level, the ppak;
school psychologist, reading specialists, and mags teachers meet together and use a Response to
Instruction (Rtl) Model that identifies strength®deneeds within the core curriculum. Grade levahte
use this information to enhance lesson plans fog carriculum areas identified as needing improvetime

In addition to using this data at the core levedugs of students and individual students are ifiedtas
needing additional supports at either a supplerheniatensive level. Students are appropriatefcpt

in interventions that align with their area of ne€thssroom teachers and Reading Specialists nmonito
student progress and modify student interventianphs appropriate.

With each data review meeting, Lincoln staff aratocwously working together to enhance our practice
Utilizing feedback from teachers and active reftattour data review meetings are continually
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improving. Teachers come prepared to discuss studenls by sharing additional classroom data. This
structure allows the full team to work collaborativand make more informed decision for our stuslent
effectively increasing student achievement.

Parents are a valuable component to the educdtsmaents at Lincoln. Parents are invited to pagréite

in Individual Problem Solving (IPS) meetings, atudent progress reports are provided to parengg thr
times per year. Parent Teacher conferences araftetdhe first trimester, which provides an

opportunity for both the parents and teacherssousis progress and concerns regarding each student.
AIMSweb and MAP results are disseminated threediper year. Parents are able to access SuccessNet
to review test results and access remediationiaesifor home practice. In order to help paremsipher
their child’s assessment results, the districtitistes one-page guides on AIMSweb, ISAT and MAP
performance reports.

The Principal works with the Building Leadershipaieto submit a yearly School Improvement Plan to
the Board of Education. The Assistant SuperintenfitigrCurriculum is responsible for informing the
Board of Education of student achievement and ssgrThe School Improvement Plan is made
available to the community on the school website.

3. Sharing Lessons L earned:

Lincoln School has consistently been ranked asobtige top elementary schools in DuPage County,
which, in turn is one of the top-ranked countiedilinois. In the most recent ranking of schooldblished
by Chicago Magazingelincoln was ranked 19 out of 215 schools. Lindslnegularly contacted by other
schools that want to share in what we are doing.

Since the adoption of the Pearson Reading Stregtgm, Lincoln teachers have shared best practices
including use of small group instruction and usesdessment data. Lincoln staff presented to tesiche
and administrators in Glen Ellyn District 89 asytlaelopted the Reading Street program. Topics irclud
sharing weekly instructional plans, independendestd learning activities, and PowerPoints for stiide
instruction. Time was also provided for Glen Elbtaff to ask questions related to the Reading Stree
program. When Medinah District 11 recently adofRedding Street, Pearson recommended their staff
visit Lincoln as a model of exemplary use of thisgram. Teachers of both schools then met to
collaboratively discuss effective instructional heds.

In 2010-11, Lincoln designed and piloted a flexilviath grouping model in third grade. Based on the
impressive student results at the end of the yearlistrict directed all schools to implement tinisdel

in grades 3-5. The staff at Lincoln shared the el@sof design, discussed the role of pre-testing,
offered successful teaching strategies to othérictiseachers and administrators. Our
REACH/Enrichment specialist has led conversatioitis other district REACH/Enrichment staff helping
them understand their role in supporting classrteamhers delivering accelerated curriculum.

The CHAMPS program addresses the behavior sideloflRspring of 2011, a team comprised of
teachers across the district met for training. blnavas represented by our social worker and cgoade
level staff who became in-house trainers. Sevahardeachers caught their enthusiasm and wanted to
start learning more themselves. Once a month, gsafeal development time has been devoted to
CHAMPS (Randy Sprick'Safe & Civil Schoolsnodel). Our in-house trainers prepare presentaaoul
our trainees share their implementation of CHAMPI8s core group regularly meets with other district
staff to present the progress we are making atdlmd&Vhile other schools are focusing efforts on
common experiences with CHAMPS, Lincoln has bedistuict leader in the classroom implementation
of CHAMPS at the elementary level.

11



4. Engaging Familiesand Communities:

The involvement and participation of Lincoln Schpalents and members of the greater community is
welcomed and encouraged. Whether the participaateeae to observe or actually participate in lggyn
activities with the students, Lincoln’s doors always open. Parents volunteer to be guest readers i
classrooms, supervise an activity or instructiamalter, or assist in the Learning Resource Center.
Additionally, parents serve as Parent Patrols leedmid after school to help ensure the safety of our
students as they walk to school.

Parents are vital to our extracurricular learnipgatunities and community building activities asliv
Parents supervise and facilitate our Junior GreaikB Programs, our Reflections program and Science
Olympiad, as well as organize and assist at ewertlis as field day, ice cream social, pep rallyydase
with the Principal, and Halloween carnival.

The greater community is involved in our schoohad. Community members support student learning
in a variety of ways including the local police degnent (DARE program), fire department (Learn Not
to Burn), the owner and staff of a local restaueard community bank (Silverado Jr. program), as asl
local business people through the Junior AchieverRergram.

We recognize that while academic success is impiproé course, there are other ways of measuring
student success. Helping our students to beconmggaand involved citizens is another goal at Limcol
Our school provides many opportunities to servegtieater community. Students participate in many
activities that benefit the community includingnkoln Singers, United Community Concerns
Association’s Adopt a Famil\JUNICEF, clothing drives, and the Soles for Africeoecollection. The
students vote on homoney raised by Stude@buncil is contributed toharitablecauses.

Tying all of this together is a well-developed amjoing commitment to transparency and
communication. Lincoln maintains a school webstewell as individual websites for the library and
teachers. These webpages provide ongoing, timehyamication all year long, which we feel is a
valuable tool for both parents and teachers as ar& together to educate our students. The principal
provides regular newsletters to parents informivegrt of upcoming dates and current events at Lincoln
as well as news about curriculum and best pracibe.also employs our phone natification system to
communicate good news and/or remind families ofartgnt events.

In addition, District 205 places a strong emphagsi€ommunication, sending a weekly e-communication
to all families and over 500 key communicatorslioing district-wide curriculum initiatives and stiag
news and information of interest to our community.

12



PART V - CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 121L16

1. Curriculum:

Lincoln School supports a cohesive, evolving cuiitim and effective instructional methods in theaare
of reading, mathematics, science, social studiesjenart, physical education, health, technolagy a
foreign language (grades 3-5). We continue to alggmcomprehensive curriculum with the CORE
standards, enriched with supplemental programs asiG®EACH/Enrichment, WIN groups in math,
reading interventions, Character Counts and CHANMPScross-curricular approach.

Reading and L anguage Arts:

The reading program provides a comprehensive, resé@sed balanced approach that includes a
combination of literature to enrich our childrehitsrary experience. Ongoing progress monitoring,
benchmark assessments, and an explicit plan foaginag small-group differentiated instruction allows
us to meet the needs of struggling readers, whigdlenging more advanced readers. Whole group
instruction encompasses skills necessary to beefficeent readers including: drawing conclusions,
making predictions, making inferences, and causesffiect. The five core strands of reading instarct
are implemented across grade levels.

M athematics:

The math curriculum follows the Everyday Math pragr developed by the University of Chicago. This
program emphasizes the application of mathematiosai-world situations. Instruction focuses on
problem-solving and critical thinking skills thatgwide student-centered learning experiences.sSkik
not presented in isolation, but instead are linkekal-life experiences in a spiraling continuum.

Music:

The music program provides a range of learning eapees for students in kindergarten through fifth
grade. Students sing, play instruments, movenljsted read music as they develop an understanfling
musical, historical, and cultural concepts. Furthi@oughout the grade levels, a collaborative agagh is
taken between the music teacher and classroomaesaithinfuse music with cross-curricular instrogti
in math, literacy, science, and social studiesd&tts are given the opportunity to participateand
orchestra, and chorus as an extension of the cosecmrogram.

Art:

The art curriculum immerses students in a variétyedia, making connections to math, literacy,
science, social studies, and technology. Thesa-cnasicular activities provide an extensive ranfe
experiences. Students use art vocabulary, devellipis diverse methods of art production, and et
use different tools as part of the creative pracasghe conclusion of the year, student work spthyed
during a Lincoln Art Fair and at the local Art Muss.

Spanish:

The Spanish curriculum develops skills in learrimg Spanish language and the culture of Spanish-
speaking countries. This program uses authentittisensory lessons that connect directly to coreept
literacy, numeracy, social studies, and scienggades 3 through 5. Students are provided with $xand
learning experiences to develop knowledge of Sparasabulary for the purpose of oral and written
communication.
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Health/Physical Education:

The health curriculum emphasizes positive lifestfieices, including healthy eating, practicing good
hygiene, and developing awareness and understaofiptgysical fithess. Physical education enriches
these concepts through a variety of cooperative gtal team-building activities that promote healthy
living. Physical fitness and Lincoln’s dedicatiandupporting the community merge in the students’
participation in Jump Rope for Heart (an activitgtiraises funds for the American Cancer Society).
Additional opportunities for fitness are offeredatighout the year, including: Intramurals, Running
Club, and First Grade Fitness.

Science:

The district’s science curriculum, developed urttierleadership of Lincoln teachers, provides has-
learning with concept-specific kits. Students usedcientific method to engage in problem solvind a
critical thinking. The various science disciplireee explored as students progress through the lschoo
Teacher-facilitated Star Lab provides unique exgraes for students to extend their study of geostogy
astronomy, as well as Native American and Greelkolggy. Science Olympiad, a collaborative effort
among students, teachers and parents, offers gttearopportunity to experience hands-on science
exploration.

Social Studies:

The social studies curriculum at Lincoln followsatural progression, based on a child’s developahent
understanding of their world. As they progresstigioLincoln, students develop an understandinp®f t
connections between their community and the couiitopics include: geography, culture, history,
economics, and government. Students learn abdwrice events and relate them to current world
events. The third grade Cookie Company and fifdgrSilverado Jr., for example, address econorsics a
constructivist approaches to learning.

2. Reading/English:

In 2008, EImhurst Community Unit School District2@dopted a new reading program based on the
recommendations of pilot teachers, two of whom v Lincoln. This particular program was chosen
over others for its emphasis on research-basad atisinal strategies, as well as a rich mix of emgg
literature at different instructional levels. Thegram’s emphasis on differentiated instructiommgoess
monitoring, and management of small group instamcéinsures that the needs of all K-5 students ate m
The consistency of program design ensures thagsts@dan begin a new grade level with confidenae th
comes from a familiarity with concepts, strategaas] materials. The needs of our students are met
through the efforts and collaboration of a tearteathers that includes classroom teachers, reading
specialists, special education teachers, giftechta, and support staff. Common literacy blockiwi
each grade level allow flexibility, as well as doned support for the classroom teachers durindimga
instruction. This team approach allows classroamhers and specialists to provide interventions and
tailored instruction, followed by increased progreonitoring, for students performing below grade
level. This approach also allows for enriched indion for our advanced learners via our
REACH/Enrichment program. Instructional strated@sall students include: whole group, flexible
groupings, shared reading, interactive writingdraboud, and whole-group strategy lessons.

Students acquire foundational reading skills thtoadocus on the major components of reading:
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulay camprehension. Unit lessons begin with essential
guestions for inquiry to develop the oral and weritivocabulary necessary for text readings and
discussions, and to help the children connect apdrel the core concept to build deeper understgndin
of the material. Differentiated reading instructipnovided through guided reading, employs thedfise
leveled-reader materials. These texts reflect anual of genres -- 60% fiction, 40% nonfiction at
kindergarten level; 50% fiction and 50% nonfictiargrades 1-3; and 40% fiction and 60% nonfiction i
grades 4-5. Writing development is tied to theviudiial readings and further develops critical-thngk
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skills. Student groupings are flexible and allowdgnts to work with materials at their instructibleael

and transition among the groups as their skillaade and their needs evolve. Teachers and staff
specialists monitor student growth through formand summative assessments, including Benchmark
Unit Tests every six weeks, as well as AIMSwebriluetesting three times per year. Teachers also
employ additional intervention materials, includivgilson, Read Naturally, Reading Plus, My
Sidewalks, Visualizing and Verbalizing, Fundatioasd Comprehension Strategies Kit in order to meet
the needs of individual students.

3. Mathematics:

Using the Everyday Math program developed by theéfsity of Chicago, Lincoln School provides for
the instructional needs of all students. The Evayydath program’s instructional design is crafted t
capitalize on student interest and maximize stuliamhing. Each lesson includes time for whole<las
instruction as well as small group, partner orvidiial activities. These activities provide oppoities

for open-ended problem solving and hands-on exjioraas well as ongoing practice. Lincoln teachers
use formative and summative assessment data femuwbryday Math program to differentiate
instruction to best meet the needs of each child.

Lincoln has always been an innovator with respecutriculum; the staff continually looks for watgs
meet the needs of a diverse community of leari@mns. way that we addressed these needs was the
development of a program at Lincoln that allowstfar flexible grouping of students in math. Thdfsta
used curriculum-based assessments as well as algtioormed tests to divide the students into WIN
(What | Need) groups. The Accelerated group (thvase scored 95+ percentile on NWEA MAP*) is
challenged with the following year’s math prograrhe remaining students are then placed into flexibl
groupings. An enrichment level was formed for thab® score in the $0to 94" percentile on the
NWEA MAP or who exceed certain levels on the ungtest. All flexible groupings are provided with
challenging curricular work, depending on skilleealdy mastered. Students can move between the
flexible groups based on assessments that deteth@naastery of skills for each unit. In this way,
strong emphasis on differentiation and verticatatation remains a priority as students prograssugh
Lincoln. This innovative approach to math instranthas been adopted district-wide.

Parents are kept informed of the activities, cotebping taught, and assessment schedules of the WI
groups through a separate grade-level websiteti€dor all groups is facilitated through the wde
teacher-created supplemental materials, a web-bmat#dsite known as IXL, as well as other sites
focusing on skill reinforcement. The district rettg@dopted Symphony Math, an intervention program
that supports students who are performing beloweagtavel. Lincoln is one of the pilot schools fhet
implementation of this online program.

*Northwest Evaluation Association’s (NWEA) MeasumsAcademic Progress (MAP)
4. Additional Curriculum Area:

The technology program at Lincoln School is desigimeengage the ZTentury learner. This program
follows the National Education Technology StandgMNISTS) that focus on teaching students the
essential skills of digital technology. Utilizinge Technology Resource Center (TRC) at Lincoln, our
staff consistently leads the district in implemagtnew tools for learning.

Teams of teachers have partnered with the Libraedill Specialist to design activities that emphasize
the skills of collaboration and communication. Soi$ conduct research projects through the use of
online resources to create computer-based finalyats that demonstrate their understanding of the
curriculum. Some of these activities include the of

Online Databases — Students use sites such as PebbleGo, GroligiarBca Online, and CultureGrams
to search for current information in a safe, dyr@rand reading-level appropriate environment.

15



Type2l earn — Students in grades 2-5 learn proper keyboatdicigniques. While the program is
implemented in the school setting, students camadsess it at home for additional practice.

Photo Story and Movie Maker — Students in grades 2-5 use these programs igndesnultimedia story
that allows them to connect with the curriculumeaopersonal level. For example, fourth graders virork
a collaborative group to create a Photo Story stohical events of the Southeast region of the ddhit
States.

Power Point — Students use and apply research skills to dgsigentations used for a variety of
purposes.

Kidspiration/lI nspiration — Students use this program to graphically orgaimifzemation and to show
their understanding of a specific topic.

iPods — Students use iPods to practice and reinforaimgaand math skills. While these are also used
during Spanish classes, we continue to investigaies to enhance the curriculum with these recent
additions to our technology resources.

Flip Cameras — Using technology to develop students’ fine kiltss the flip cameras have been
employed to create weather reports and talk shamgsfo record interviews for the school’s online
newspaper.

The classroom teachers are on a rotating schedltie iTRC. Due to demand for this space, Lincoln
procured a mobile laptop cart that can be checkethpteachers and used in the classroom. Thig/allo
teachers the flexibility to carry out small groupirdividual projects within their classrooms. Lot
continues to embrace new technological advancenemi®pare our students for their future. Use of
technology integrated throughout the curriculunpbdurther our pursuit of the district mission tsare
each child a foundation for future success in life.

5. Instructional Methods;

Lincoln School recognizes that students have a&wadf talents and abilities. We have developed our
curriculum to include differentiated learning opmrities for all students. Those students withiadd
significantly above grade level participate in REACH program. REACH offers these students an
opportunity to extend their learning in the arebsath and language arts through an accelerated
curriculum, novel studies, and problem-based |earromall groups of students work with the Library
Media Specialist on research projects extendingeots taught in the classroom.

Recognizing that some students require additiamapert to achieve grade-level standards, Lincaff st
provide multiple means for instruction. This inchsdResource staff, Reading Specialists, and atyarfie
intervention programs that may be computer-basettlorered in small group or even one-on-one
settings. Our staff, regardless of curricular aceflaborates to deliver a plethora of intervensiom
students that provide additional instruction indieg comprehension, phonics, writing development,
phonemic awareness, and fluency as the studenhe®d; Similar approaches are used in math to build
understanding of major concepts and automaticifiad. Students are flexibly grouped based on
individual needs. Additionally, computer-based méntions, such as Symphony Math, Reading Plus,
Read Naturally, and Lexia, provide differentiat&dl practice and instruction based on each child’s
needs.

Students are offered multiple opportunities, unitpukincoln, that engage our students in authentic
learning experiences. These include: SilveraddCaiokie Company, and Outdoor Education. Silverado
Jr. and the Cookie Company offer students expeggemnith consumer economics. The Silverado Jr.
project, in alignment with financial literacy costandards, allows students to participate in nadéfed
hands-on business experiences including: finanonagketing, production and distribution. This

16



capstone experience for our fifth grade studenginisenith the development of a business plan aad lo
application and concludes with students runningraadaging a local restaurant for a day. These
experiences afford students the opportunity tagiatiee and apply what they have learned throughnasirt t
elementary education. Students consistently repisrtas the most memorable learning experience of
their time at Lincoln.

Profits from the Cookie Company and Silveradoade.donated to student-selected charities including
Make a Wish Foundation, PADS, and the SMA Foundafizuring Outdoor Education, students work
cooperatively to understand Native American cukuogienteering, local ecology and experiencedfea
pioneer first-hand in a one-room home built in 1#660s. Throughout these activities, students usialso
awareness and interpersonal skills to establismaaidtain positive relationships. These award-wigni
programs enhance the educational experience fouabtudents.

6. Professional Development:

The Lincoln staff has always kept current with ldiest best practices in education. Each year they
participate in a variety of professional growthiwties to improve instruction.

Mosaic of Thoughand theCafébook studies were two such opportunities for msifenal growth. With
an emphasis on reading, staff members met regutadiscuss the ideas and strategies presentbd in t
book and to share their experiences applying thgagegies in the classroom. Both of these pasticul
booksfocus on individual reading skills such as comprsien, accuracy, fluency, and expanded
vocabulary, which complemented and enhancedReading Stredtiteracy Program. As a result, the
design of the reading block in many classroom edlifo include greater self-directed learning thereb
allowing students more ownership in their education

As a way to strengthen our writing curriculum weiglat the expertise of Regie Routman, a well-known
writing instructor and author of several books loa teaching of writing to children. Using her most
recent bookWriting Essentialsthe staff met regularly to discuss the stratemjidbe book and view
videos of the strategies being practiced in clasarsettings. Through collaborative meetings both in
grade-level and across grade-levels teams, teashared successes and challenges in the areatioiwri
instruction. As a result of these study groupsialian overall increase in enthusiasm for writing
higher levels of achievement among our students.

Recently, Lincoln embarked on an innovative expexgecalled “Sharing Spaces.” This program affords
each teacher the opportunity to view the “expext deor.” Teachers observe colleagues throughaut th
school. These observations provide the teachirffjsstdnance to gain new ideas, share best pradtices
classroom management, and see how the curricuiigmsabetween grade levels. Sharing Spaces also
gives everyone the opportunity to see how eachegeagtl’s curriculum sequence is important for
building a foundation that is used in upcoming gsadlreachers feel this is a very valuable

experience that gives all staff a greater apprieciatf the efforts of their colleagues. An additbn
benefit is that Sharing Spaces has furthered amfe8sional Learning Community initiative by pronmaji
trust, communication, and collaborative problenvisg) among our staff.

7. School Leadership:

Strong, effective leadership promotes excellenesdurcation and supports the programs and activities
implemented to allow each student to achieve thatiential. Leadership is shared and roles are asum
by a variety of people at Lincoln School. In adulitito the principal, school leaders include teagher
support staff, parents and students themselves.

All staff members are encouraged to take on lehgeresponsibilities by participating in committesesd
workshops, then reporting back to grade-level teantBe entire staff. Teachers are members ofoadrti
teams and have the responsibility to share therrdton gained on their committees with their grade
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level partners at collaboration meetings. The Boid_eadership Team (BLT) provides a process to
make decisions that help the school day run smpatidluding organizing technology usage, traffic
patterns during arrival/dismissal, utilizing thed¢ger workroom, and the organization of BRAG night
(the district's Open House).

Lincoln is committed to continually developing deofessional Learning Community (PLC). A PLC
School Leadership team was created at the begimfitige 2011-12 school year comprised of the
principal, a teacher from each grade level, a repdpecialist, and the school psychologist. The PLC
team attends a full day professional developmesgise approximately once every six weeks. The
information gathered at each of these professid@atlopment sessions is used to advance Lincoln’s
collaboratively-developed PLC goals.

The Response to Instruction Committee (Rtl) acis Bsson between grade-level teachers and support
staff to make sure every child at Lincoln Schodiigen the support necessary to maximize their
academic growth. Led by a Reading Specialist aadtthool Psychologist, this committee uses ongoing
data review to facilitate the implementation of Ri& model. In this way, staff continually receive
support and resources to address student needt\afie

Teacher leaders focus not only upon the acadensidsnaf students, but also upon the behavioralafide
Rtl. Our in-house CHAMPS trainers provide ongoinstiuction and resources in implementing this
approach to classroom management. Lincoln is dditgader in the implementation of CHAMPS
(Randy Sprick’'sSafe & Civil Schoolsnodel) in the elementary classroom.

The Principal views her role as one to promoterasirenment in which staff recognize and seize
opportunities to apply their own talents and unigaespectives in order to advance the community of
learners at our school. An open-door policy andlaute in which faculty and staff feel encouraged t
create new initiatives and innovative approachelhao work promotes the interests of our studests
they are the ultimate beneficiaries of an engageldesnpowered staff.

We believe that our approach, as a community afdess ensures a strong educational environment. We
make sure that our decisions, resources, programissolutions will continue to increase student
learning. Working together as leaders, Lincoln ®tsqrincipal, teachers, support staff, parents] a
students help achieve Lincoln’s vision that alldents can learn.
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: Best: ISAT

Edition/Publication Year: 1999 Publisher: Pearson
2010-2011 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008 | 2006-2007

Testing Month Mar Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Meets & Exceeds 100 100 98
Exceeds 87 80 82
Number of students tested 95 97 95
Percent of total students tested 100 98 9¢
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 2

Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 2 1
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested 3 1
2. African American Students

Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested 2

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested 6 3

4. Special Education Students

Meets & Exceeds 100 100 94
Exceeds 71 36 75
Number of students tested 14 11 16

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

6.

Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

NOTES:

12IL16

Mar

97
75

77

100
45
11

Mar

100
87
86

100
80
15
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: Jest: ISAT
Edition/Publication Year: 1999 Publisher: Pearson

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007

Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Meets & Exceeds 100 96 98 88 91
Exceeds 65 52 57 51 58
Number of students tested 95 97 96 77 86
Percent of total students tested 100 98 9¢ 100 99
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 2 1 0 1
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 2

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

Meets & Exceeds 100 73 88 45 73
Exceeds 57 9 50 9 33
Number of students tested 14 11 16 11 15

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

6.

Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

NOTES:

12IL16
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: Fest: ISAT
Edition/Publication Year: 1999 Publisher: Pearson

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007

Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Meets & Exceeds 98 100 95 100 99
Exceeds 59 69 44 48 67
Number of students tested 98 96 81 85 81
Percent of total students tested 99 98 100 99 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 1 2 0 1 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 1 2 0 1 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested 5 3 1 3
2. African American Students

Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested 1 1

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested 9 1 1

4. Special Education Students

Meets & Exceeds 100 75 100 91
Exceeds 38 17 45 27
Number of students tested 5 13 12 11 11

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

6.

Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

NOTES:

12IL16
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: Zest: ISAT
Edition/Publication Year: 1999 Publisher: Pearson

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007

Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Meets & Exceeds 94 97 91 95 86
Exceeds 56 70 53 52 49
Number of students tested 98 96 81 85 81
Percent of total students tested 99 98 100 99 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 1 2 0 1 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 1 2 0 1 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

Meets & Exceeds 85 67 73 45
Exceeds 38 17 18 18
Number of students tested 13 12 11 11

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

6.

Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

NOTES:

12IL16
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: Best: ISAT
Edition/Publication Year: 1999 Publisher: Pearson

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007

Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Meets & Exceeds 96 96 95 98 99
Exceeds 46 32 39 45 49
Number of students tested 98 84 85 80 77
Percent of total students tested 98 100 9¢ 100 99
Number of students altertinzely assesse 2 0 1 0 1
Percent of students alternatively assessed 2 0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested 4 5 2 2 1
2. African American Students

Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

Meets & Exceeds 75 92
Exceeds 33 0
Number of students tested 12 13

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

6.

Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

NOTES:

12IL16
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Grade: est: ISAT

Subject: Reading

Edition/Publication Year: 1999
2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007

Testing Month Mar Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

Meets & Exceeds 97 93
Exceeds 59 57
Number of students tested 98 84
Percent of total students tested 98 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 2 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 2 0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested

6.

Meets & Exceeds

Exceeds

Number of students tested
NOTES:

83 69

50 8
12 13
121L16

Publisher: Pearson

Mar Mar Mar
92 95 92
46 51 58
84 80 77
9¢ 100 99
1 0 1

67
17
12

78
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007
Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

Meets & Exceeds 97 98 96 98 99
Exceeds 63 61 56 55 68
Number of students tested 291 277 261 242 244
Percent of total students tested 99 98 99 99 9 9
Number of students alternatively asse: 3 4 2 1 2
Percent of students alternatively assessed 1 1 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Meets & Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 9 11 3 3 5
2. African American Students
Meets & Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 2 0 1 2 1
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Meets & Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 15 3 1 2 1
4. Special Education Students
Meets & Exceeds 74 97 85 100 96
Exceeds 44 24 50 45 57
Number of students tested 31 37 28 22 26
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Meets & Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
6.
Meets & Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
NOTES:

12I1L16
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007
Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

Meets & Exceeds 96 95 93 92 89
Exceeds 59 59 52 51 55
Number of students tested 291 277 261 242 244
Percent of total students tested 99 98 99 99 9 9
Number of students alternatively asse: 3 4 2 1 2
Percent of students alternatively assessed 1 1 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Meets & Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
2. African American Students
Meets & Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Meets & Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
4. Special Education Students
Meets & Exceeds 92 75 75 59 61
Exceeds 53 18 30 13 26
Number of students tested 26 37 40 22 26
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Meets & Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
6.
Meets & Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 78 0
NOTES:

12I1L16
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